IELTS English Language Test
IELTS is the most popular English language test in the world, and it’s globally recognized by countries such as the United
States of America, the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and in Europe. More than 6,000 local and
international institutions – including universities, JUPAS (Joint University Programmes Admissions System), professional
registration bodies and government —accept IELTS results as a trusted indicator of English language proficiency. Moreover,
it is the qualified test for Hong Kong Civil Service Common Recruitment Examination (CRE), and immigration to Australia,
New Zealand and Canada.

IELTS Test Types
IELTS has 4 sections, these are Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. The total test time is 2 hours and 45 minutes.
There are 2 types of IELTS as shown below:

Academic
Suitable for prospective university graduates, those wanting to study at
university or work in government or commercial institutions

Reading

Writing

•
•
•

•	2 pieces
(150 & 250 words)
• 60 minutes

3 sections
40 questions
60 minutes

Listening

Reading

Writing

Speaking

•
•
•

•
•
•

•	2 pieces
(150 & 250 words)
• 60 minutes

• 3 sections
•	11-14 minutes

4 sections
40 questions
30 minutes

3 sections
40 questions
60 minutes

General Training
Suitable for those applying to study non-degree programs or immigrants
to English-speaking countries.

IELTS Test Report and Scores
IELTS assesses the overall use of English ability of candidates. And the scores are divided into 9 bands (1 is the lowest: nonEnglish user, 9 is the highest: Expert user), there are no passing or failing scores. The test report will show a score for each
of the four sections (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking) and an overall score.

Limited user

4

Basic requirement of enrolling the foundation course of overseas university

4.5

Modest user

5

Has a partial command of the language and copes with overall meaning in most situations, although they
are likely to make many mistakes. They should be able to handle basic communication in their own field.
Basic requirement of enrolling the diploma course of overseas university

5.5

Competent
user

6

Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. They frequently show problems in understanding and
expression. They are not able to use complex language.

Has an effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies, inappropriate usage and
misunderstandings. They can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.
*Basic requirement of local and overseas universities (IELTS band 6 = DSE level 4)

Basic requirement of joining civil service, local institutions or migration to Australia, New Zealand
and Canada

6.5
7

Good user

Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriate usage
and misunderstandings in some situations. They generally handle complex language well and understand
detailed reasoning.

8

Very good
user

Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and
inappropriate usage. They may misunderstand some things in unfamiliar situations. They handle complex
and detailed argumentation well.

9

Expert user

Has fully operational command of the language. Their use of English is appropriate, accurate and fluent,
and shows complete understanding.
*For reference only, please refer to the official information

IELTS Marking Criteria
Speaking

Fluency and Coherence

Lexical Resource

Grammatical Range and
Accuracy

Pronunciation

Writing Task 1 / 2

Task Achievement/ Task Response

Coherence and
Cohesion

Lexical Resource

Grammatical Range and
Accuracy

MyEnglishLab
MyEnglishLab (MEL) is an online English practice
platform that links up with our IELTS course. It
consolidates the knowledge learnt in class by
allowing students to practice listening, speaking,
reading, and writing at anytime and anywhere.
Through a series of exercises and tests, students
can continue to study and practice after class,
making the learning process much more effective.

Comprehensive
Learning Progress
Detailed learning progress record shows
the scores of each exercise and test as
well as the teacher’s comments, allowing
students to recognise the areas that
need improvement. Students can then
revise the related English lessons to make
improvement on specific topics.

Additional Practices
This part consists of both theoretical and
practical English exercises. Although it
is merely an extra practice, students are
recommended to complete it as it will
help to consolidate the knowledge and
skills learnt in class.

Auto-marking of
Assignments
After completing assignments, the platform
will automatically check the answers and
show detailed feedback. Students can then
receive specific advice according to their
performance.

IELTS Prep Support
Our IELTS course content is organized, so that students can sharpen their test skills in a short period of time to ensure their best
performance. Courses are taught in English by qualified English teachers. There is also a specific section for intensive classes.
Students can choose the key part they want to focus on for more training.
QF Level: 3
QR Number: 16/000878/L3
CEF Registration Effective Period: 1/10/2016 to 30/11/2022

Certificate in Advanced English
Language Examination Skills
Entry
Requirements
Course
Duration

A certificate of QF level 3 recognition will be issued after
completion of the whole course.
The qualification is recognized by Hong Kong Council for
Accreditation of Academic & Vocational Qualifications.

(1) HKID Card Holder; AND
(2) Aged 15 or above; AND
(3) Form 5 or above
30 lessons, 3 hours per lesson, 2 lessons per week, 90 hours in total

Learning
Objectives

To enhance students’ English level through training in IELTS examination skills which include Listening, Reading,
Writing and Speaking with a target of reaching the required English language competence.

Intended
Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the Programme, students should be able to:
• recognize different registers, accents and styles of spoken English
• extract information spoken by native speakers at natural speed and answer related questions
• understand lengthy conversations and identify main ideas
• analyze texts and summarize key ideas from it
• infer information from written texts
• predict the meaning of words from the context
• write appropriate text with greater accuracy in a suitable register
• develop academic writing skills in preparing argumentative and expository essays
• give a written description and write a formal essay
• develop advanced vocabulary for different topics
• write confidently familiar and unfamiliar topics
• engage in conversations naturally and fluently
• describe trends and major information in graphs, charts and diagrams
• handle discussions in a wide range of largely familiar contexts.
•
•
•
•

Remarks
•
•
•
•

Our course is based on the same authors of the Test Preparation Series by Pearson
The course covers four exam papers: listening, speaking, reading, and writing
It is composed of two parts, Language and Skills AND Practice, with a total of 15 chapters, aiming to improve
students’ overall English knowledge and prepare for the examination
Language and Skills lessons focus on analyzing the common question types of each test and teaching relevant
skills and English knowledge. Practice Lessons consist of practical exercises to consolidate what students have
learnt, and help students to improve their English usage as to effectively master the fundamentals of the exam
2 Assessments, with teacher’s corrections and feedback, targeting the strengths and weaknesses of students
There is a corresponding MyEnglishLab (MEL) task for each class. An additional 90 hours of MEL will provide a vast
number of IELTS exercises to enhance test preparation
A set of Pearson IELTS textbooks will be provided
Recommended level: Level 9 (WSE level 9 or above) or those who achieved IELTS 6.0 or above within the last 12 months

Continuing Education Fund (CEF)
Wall Street English, with a Certificate in Advanced English Examination Skills has been included in the list of reimbursable courses under
the Continuing Education Fund.

CE F 課 程 編 號 : 24C0983938C1313194

Starting from 1st April, 2019, the enhancement measures of CEF have been implemented. The maximum amount of subsidy has been
increased from HK$10,000 to HK$20,000. The ratio for the first $10,000 subsidy will be 80% of the course fee and that for the second
$10,000 subsidy will be 60% of the course fee. The enhancement measures are applicable to CEF courses and levels that commence on
or after 1 April 2019. For the reimbursement amount, please refer to the subsidy calculation provided by OCEF. For more information on
the CEF reimbursement application and enhancement measures, please refer to www.wfsfaa.gov.hk/cef.
Declaration: Promotional discounts and offers are not applicable to courses that are used for claiming fee reimbursement under CEF.
This course has been included in the list of reimbursable courses under the Continuing Education Fund and possesses the recognition of QF level 3 under the
Qualifications Framework.

VIP IELTS Prep Support
Entry
Requirements
Course
Duration

Level 7 (WSE level 7 or above)
Each course consists of 2 lessons,
2 hours per lesson, 4 hours in total
•

Course
Content

Mock

•
•

1-on-1 guidance in specific IELTS sections and test-taking
strategies by our professional teachers
students can choose the IELTS sections to focus on according to
their needs
students can also join the IETLS 1-on-1 mock exam practice,
which is individually instructed by our teachers

10 hours in total

•
•
•

2 mock exam practices which simulate the real exam
individual tutoring with personalized post-exam feedback
tactics on time management

Bachelor Degree Pathways
An early planning on your study path would elevate your chance of getting into your ideal institution. If candidates do not
perform well in DSE and fail to progress to a local university, they can still choose to advance to overseas universities through
the following path.

Overseas Exchange Programs
Year 4 in
Local University

IELTS ≥ 6.5

IELTS ≥ 7

Year 3 in
Local University

Year 3 in
Overseas University IELTS ≥ 7
IELTS ≥ 6.5

Year 2 in
Overseas University

Year 2 in
Local University
Year 1 in
Overseas University

Year 1 in
Local University

IELTS ≥ 6.5

IELTS ≥ 6.5

Foundation

Associate Degree/
Higher Diploma Course

Diploma Yi Jin/
Diploma Course

Local Study

IELTS ≥ 5.5

Overseas Study

Employment
IELTS ≥ 5.5

Form 6

Acquire English Qualification for a Brighter Study Path
English proficiency is the prerequisite for admission to overseas universities. In general, overseas universities require applicants
to achieve a score of no less than 6.5* in IELTS. If applicants fail to meet the required score, they may need to attend English
preparatory courses first. Their admission would be considered until their scores reach a certain level. However, most of the
English preparatory courses do not guarantee that students will be able to enter universities, and students may not be able to
control the length of the course (usually ranging from 10 to 40 weeks). In addition, the living expenses, accommodation fees
and tuition of different institutions may vary. The average annual expense of attending English preparatory courses ranges from
HKD$100,000 to more than HKD$300,000. If you can obtain an English qualification and university degree before departure, you
will be able to control the pace for further studies and start a fulfilling university life.

Reference of Overseas English Preparatory Course Expense
Institutions in the UK
Course Duration

Institutions in Australia

Institutions in Canada

3 months

Tuition

HKD 32,744

HKD 33,047

HKD 34,421

Cost of Living

HKD 21,877

HKD 20,520

HKD 26,768

Total Expense

HKD 54,621

HKD 53,567

HKD 61,189
*For reference only, please refer to official information
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